Jefferson County
Soil & Water Conservation

2017 Annual Report

JEFFERSON COUNTY SWCD
3767 W. State Rd. 256
Madison, IN 47250
Phone: 812-265-7609
Website: www.jeffersoncountyswcd.com
Email: vicki.wehner@jeffersoncounty.in.gov
Office Hours:
Monday-Friday
8:00a.m.-4:00p.m.
Call ahead to make someone is in the office,
there is limited staff and many training sessions!

Jefferson County Soil and Water
Conservation District is committed to
providing information about soil, water
and related natural resources; identify and
prioritize local soil and water resource
concerns; connect land users to sources of
educational, technical and financial
assistance to implement conservation
practices and technologies.
Check out our Facebook
@jeffersoncountySWCD

Jefferson County SWCD
Board of Supervisors
Mark Darnold, Chairman—Mark lives in the eastern part of the county with his wife, Jenny.
They have a daughter and a son. Mark has 30 grass raised beef cows on his 120 acre family
farm in northeast Jefferson county. In addition to growing hay to sustain his cattle, Mark also
raises several acres of fresh produce each year. Mark has worked as an automotive technician
in Jefferson county for the past 25 years. He became a member in 2016.

Jeff Ferguson, Vice– Chairman— Jeff lives in Lancaster with his wife, Annlena, two
daughters and one son. He grew up and currently works on the family farm where they
raise about 65 head of cattle and row crop about 1,000 acres of corn, soybeans, and winter wheat. Jeff graduated from Purdue University with a degree in Ag Business. He also
works at Dow Chemical and is an auctioneer. Jeff became a member in 2017.
Steve Riley, Member—Steve resides near Deputy on the family farm with his wife
Julie. Steve has 240 acres; 100 wooded, 115 acres in pasture and hay, and 60 beef
cows. He is also a crop insurance adjuster with Riley-Gasper Agency, Inc. Steve became a member in 2000.
Dale Sides, Member— Dale along with his wife Lizzie reside in the eastern part of the county.
Dale has 150 acres; half wooded, 30 acres in warm season grasses, 10 acres in hay, and two
horses. He has worked closely with IDNR Biologists establishing warm season grasses for private lands, and assists land owners with prescribed fire to manage their grasslands. Dale became a member in 2009.

Chancey May, Member— Chancey and his wife Kristen, live just outside of Hanover on
their 36 acre cattle and hay farm. They have 30 head of registered and commercial Angus, Simmental and Simangus cows. He is a crop insurance agent for Friendship Insurance as well as helping his in-laws farm full time. Chancey and Kristen have two sons
and a daughter. Chancey became a member in 2017.

Monthly Business Meetings
Calendar 2018
January 11th
February 6th (Annual Mtg.)
March 8th
April 12th
May 10th
June 14th
July 12th
August 9th
September 13th
October 11th
November 8th
December 13th
All business meetings are open to the
public and begin at 7:00 pm at the
SWCD office.

Vicki Wehner, District Coordinator:
Vicki serves as the District Coordinator and Financial Manager. She
provides assistance and natural resource information to landowners.
Vicki has completed several business courses at Ivy Tech and has been
a lifelong resident of Jefferson County. Vicki has served the District
since March 2016.
Tim Schwipps, District Conservationist: On April 18, 2011 Tim
Schwipps was assigned the acting District Conservationist USDA/NRCS
for Jefferson County. Tim has provided guidance and technical assistance
to land owners. He received his B.S. degree in Environmental Science
Agronomy from Purdue University. Tim became a District
Conservationist for the NRCS in 2004.
James Hall, Erosion and Sediment Control Expert:
James has a degree in Environmental Management from Indiana
University, and nearly 15 years of experience in the environmental field.
He owns and operates L&H Environmental, an environmental consulting
firm in Madison. He routinely completes Rule 5
inspections and reviews/develops SWPPs for construction projects.
James is a native of Jefferson County.
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Our Candidate for Election to the Jefferson County SWCD Board
Ethan Owens — Ethan resides in Deputy. He is a graduate of Madison Consolidated High School and
Purdue University. He majored in Ag Systems and Crop Sciences. Ethan works at Crop Production
Services and farms with his father. They farm 800+ acres of grain and raise crossbred cattle .

River Friendly Farmer Award Winner
We are proud that Frank Royalty received the
River Friendly Farmer Award for 2017. The
award is sponsored by the Indiana Association
of Soil and Water Conservation Districts for the
work he does on his land to protect Indiana’s
natural resources. Frank won this award based
upon his farm management practices that
protect Indiana’s rivers, lakes, and stream.
Thank you Frank for your conservation efforts!
Jefferson County Fair
Every year in July, the SWCD sets up in their pavilion at the Jefferson County Fairgrounds. This provides a great
opportunity for outreach and to give information on the services the district provides, current events, equipment
rental, and district highlights to the public. The district provided free conservation literature. Ranging from
District biologist to local government employees, we had a full week of guest speakers and demonstrations. A
special thank you to L and H Environmental for sponsoring “A Bug Bite”. They provided information about world
hunger and were able to show people it is ok to eat meal worms. Lots of people tried chocolate covered meal
worms. We were also able to have Brian Christman, chainsaw artist, back with us again this year.

Pond Clinic
On, July 5th a pond clinic was held at Kruger Lake. The clinic was a huge
success with 26 guests in attendance. Aquatic Control was on hand to
answer questions and performed an electofishing presentation. Mr. Dave
Osborne, Ripley County Purdue Extension Agent, gave a presentation on
pond management and answered questions. Guests brought samples from
their own ponds for identification.
This program was sponsored by
Jefferson County SWCD and the
Indiana Kentuck Watershed.

Grazing for the Future Conference
In August the Jefferson County SWCD along with Ripley County SWCD and local watershed projects held a conference on grazing strategies at the Clifty Inn. Over 250 attended this event with the
keynote speaker being Dr. Pol from the National Geographic Wild show, The Incredible Dr. Pol. A special thanks to the Indiana Farmers Union, Dr. Pol and his wife Dianne were able to attend the full conference with attendees. The Grazing event had great feedback. Many topics were covered and multiple
agencies took for training. We are considering another conference for 2018 or 2019. A huge thanks
goes out to all of our sponsors, our speakers, SWCDs and Watershed staff and everyone that had a
hand in making this event such a success.

Grant Awarded
In December the Jefferson and Clark County SWCD’s were awarded a 2018 Clean Water Indiana
grant. This grant is for $69,990 for up to a three year period for the two county area or until the
money is allocated. This cost-share grant will be used for livestock practices in the counties.
This project will strive to promote soil health on pasture/hay land, and improve pasture and hay
quality; reduce soil erosion and compaction; reduce excessive nutrients and sediments in
surface and ground water; and improve inadequate feed, forage, and water. Cover crops are
included as they reduce erosion and diminish sediment entering our waters, and they can be
grazed as part of a pasture management plan. Eligible conservation practices are: HUAP,
access road, pipeline, watering facility, cover crop, roof runoff structure, animal trails and
walkways, permanent interior fence, underground outlet, pasture and hay seeding.
For more information contact the SWCD office at: (812) 265-7609.

Central Muscatatuck Watershed
As the year concludes and a close-out of the Central Muscatatuck Watershed
Project Phase 3 Grant ends lots of great best management practices have
been installed the past 3 years. The project has installed cover crops, heavy
use area protections both concrete and gravel, pipeline, fence, access roads,
watering facilities, hay/pasture seeding, roof runoff systems, critical area
planting, and animal walk paths. A total of $250,000 was given to local residents in Jackson, Jennings, Jefferson, Ripley, and Scott Counties.
A new 319A Grant was received from Indiana Department of Environmental
Management on December 15, 2017, a total of $177,000 is now available for
cost-share in the Central Muscatatuck Watershed for Phase 4. If you are interested in learning more about the new grant or applying for cost-share
please contact the Jefferson County Soil and Water Conservation District at
812-265-7609 or Steve Franklin at 812-689-6410 extension 3.
Photo: Best Management Practices installed in Jennings County. Practices in photo include watering system, heavy use area
protection, and interior fencing.

Indian-Kentuck Watershed
In January 2016 the Indian-Kentuck Watershed was funded through a 319A Grant from the Indiana
Department of Environmental Management Agency an exciting couple of years it has been. A total of
$225,000 was received to implement best management practices in high priority areas of the watershed. During the first year the total amount of funds was allocated to the following practices in Jefferson, Ripley, and Switzerland Counties:
Heavy Use Area Protection – Concrete & Gravel

Cover Crops

Fence

Access Roads

Roof Runoff Structures

Watering Facilities

Animal Trail & Walkways

Pipeline

Critical Area Plantings

Hay/Pasture Seeding

It is the steering committees goals to get all the funds spent this year and to be able to apply for additional funding for the future.
If you are interested in learning more about the Indian-Kentuck Watershed Cost-Share Program please
contact the Jefferson County Soil & Water Conservation District at 812-265-7609.

Indian-Kentuck Watershed Roadside Clean Up
The Indian-Kentuck Watershed and the Jefferson County SWCD
held a road side clean up in the Canaan area on June 17th. We had
27 participants and were able to clean up several roadsides in and
around the Canaan area. A roadside cleanup is held in the Indiana
Kentuck Watershed each year so if you would like to help please let
the office know. Thank you to all of the participants!
Hardy Lake Sweep 2017
The 17th Annual Hardy Lake Sweep was scheduled for Saturday, April
29th. Mother Nature had something else in mind that morning! Severe
storms were moving through the area all morning and with the extreme
lighting we had to cancel the event. Volunteers are being sought for the
2018 Hardy Lake Sweep which will be held on Saturday, April 29, 2018.
Call Vicki at (812) 265-7609 if you would like to volunteer.

Fish Sale

Tree Sale

Our spring fish sale has started. The fish offered in this

The tree and plant sale is in full swing. We offer

sale are supplied by Clear Creek Fisheries, a family owned

native trees and perennial plants, both are purchased

and operated business based in Martinsville, IN. The fish

from Indiana businesses. We are excited to give our

are sold by the 100. The fish that are usually offered are

residents the opportunity to plant native plants and

Red Ear Sunfish, Bluegill, Hybrid Bluegill, Channel Cat

trees. As always, if you have any questions or would

fish, Triploid Grass Carp, Fathead Minnow and Koi.

like an order form please call our office at

If you are interested in purchasing fish,
please contact the office at (812) 265-7609.

2017 Summer Intern
Our Summer Intern was Brienne Copeland! Brienne is completing
her senior year at Purdue University where she is majoring in
Animal Science. Agriculture has always been a major part of her life.
She has spent much of her time helping her grandfather on the farm,
working on her 4-H projects and preparing for FFA contests. We
are thankful for Brienne’s work as our 2017 summer intern.

(812) 265-7609.

2017 Annual Meeting Financial Statement
Jefferson County Soil and Water Conservation District
Checking Balance as January 1, 2017

$12,134.64

Funds Intergovernmental Receipts

$14,702.87

Charges for Services

$10,190.48

Total Miscellaneous Revenue

$ 3,324.36

Total Receipts (checking balance + receipts)

$40,352.35

CWI 2015 Grant Payouts to Producers

$ 9,712.00

Operating Disbursements

$19,176.92

Balance as of December 31, 2017

$11,463.43

Drill Rental Total for 2017
During 2017, the two Great Plains No-Till Drills were used by
35 landowners for a total of 632.2 acres.
10’ & 6’ Great Plains No-Till Drills
$10 per acre with $60 minimum
$10 per day will be added for drills used over 3 days.
Stop by or call the office for more information on renting the drills.
Soil Sampling Probe
We now have a hand soil sampling probe available to rent. If you would like
take soil samples this probe will make it easier for you. We also have bags and
instructions at the office to prepare your soil sample to send in to get your results. To rent the probe it will cost $5.00 per day. You must leave a refundable
$100 deposit when you take the probe. We will return your deposit when you
return the probe. Rental will be on a first come first serve basis.

2016 Jefferson County
Plat Books now available

Thank You!!
We appreciate you coming to our
annual meeting and dinner.

$25.00 each

Thank you for helping us with our

Large Wall Maps

soil & water conservation efforts
here in Jefferson County.

